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March/April 2010                                                          www.FelsKids.org                              Adar/Nisan/Iyar 5770  
Director’s Notes:  
 
Please help me warmly welcome some new faces that can be seen around K’Tonton. Joining our infant classroom 
is Danielle Keller and Taesha Drummond. Both teachers are excited to be part of our K’Tonton team. Julia Czaja 
in our young preschool room and Susan Sciarra in older toddlers have become great additions to our afternoon 
staff. Linda Kirk has stepped back in the Administrative Assistant position after two years away. She is with us 9-1 
daily. Congratulations go out to two of our current staff members, Stephanie Fonfield and Melissa Smith. Stepha-
nie has become the teacher of our young toddler class and Melissa will be the full time assistant in that classroom. 
 
In April we will be randomly visited by Keystone Star assessor. This evaluation of our center will take place twice 
this month and will last 3-4 hours each visit. Please help our teachers by remembering to wash your little ones 
hands upon entering their classroom. This washes off the germs that they may be carrying in from the outside. 
 
Spring is here and we’re spending more time outside. Please put sunscreen on your little one in the morning to 
protect them during our morning recess. We suggest that  you bring in a bottle of sunscreen to school and your 
child (ren)’s teachers will put sunscreen on them in time for afternoon recess.  Thank you. 

Christy Robbins, Center Director  

March  
 

Wednesday March 10  
Kidnetics Gym Class for 

Preschool and Older  
Toddlers at 10 am 

 
Saturday March 14  

Daylight Savings 
                        Friday March 19  

Matzah Bakery at  
9:45 am 

 
Saturday March 20  

Spring Begins 
 

Monday March 29  
                        Erev Passover 4pm  

                Closing 
Tuesday March 30  

Center Closed Passover 1st Day 
 

Wednesday March 31  
Center Closed Passover 2nd Day 

April  
 

Friday April 2  
Passover Seder at 9:30 am 

 
Monday April 5  

Center Closed Pass-
over 7th Day 

 
Tuesday April 6  

Center Closed Passover 8th Day 
 

April 11-17  
Week of the Young Child 

 
Wednesday April 14  

Gym Class for Preschool and 
Older Toddlers at 3-4:30 pm 

 
Thursday April 22  

Earth Day 
 

 Sunday May 2  
Wizard of OZ Performance  
Held at K’Tonton at 3:00 
 
 

Read My Lips 
 

Researchers say that the 
more a baby stares at his par-
ent’s mouth, the stronger his 
language abilities at age 3. 

(Parenting Early Years Magazine  
October 2009) 

 
 

 
Visit our website at: 

www.felskids.org 
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T

Dandelion Adventures     
L. Patricia Kite 
 

 
It’s Spring  Robin  
Linda Glaser 
 

 
My Spring  
Ann Rockwell 
 
Spring is Here 
Lois Lenski 
 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree 
Gail Gibbons 
 
The Spring Equinox 
Ellen Jackson 
 
 

 

Spring Showers 
Yo Gabba Gabba Nick Jr 
 
Five Spring Fairies: A Counting Book 
Joan Holub 
 
Spring into Action 
Golden Books 
 
Hurray For Spring 
Patricia Hubbell 
 
The Sweetest Spring 
Apple Jordan 
 

Spring BOOKS 
Take the time to read to your child.  Here is a list of spring-themed books which your child might enjoy: 

NEW BABIES 

Jeffrey  
3 
3 yr old 

Derek  
4 
3 yrs old Ryan  

4 
3 yrs old 

Elijah  
3 
3 yrs old 

PJ 
4 
5 yrs old 
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Removed for privacy 
 

Natalie 
3 
1 yr old 

Lucas  
3 
3 yrs 
old 

Juliana  
3 
3 yr old 

Simon R 
3 
4 yr old 

 Gregory 
D 4 
1 yr old 

Lucy 
4 
3 yr old 

Pictures removed for privacy. 
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APRIL 11 - 17 
�

THEME: Early Years Are 
Learning Years 

The Week of the Young Child is an 
annual celebration sponsored by 
NAEYC—National Association for the 
Education of Young Children. 

It was first established in 1971, 
recognizing the early childhood years 
(birth through 8 years) that begin the 
foundation for a child’s success in 
later years. 

This is a good time to spend qual-
ity time together as a family. 

Take a walk, plant a garden, make 
up a song, cook, read and spend time 
talking and sharing. 
  
K’Tonton’s Week of the Young Child 
activities are centered around the fol-
lowing sub-themes 
· Play: Where Learning Begins 
· Embracing Diversity 
· Teaching and Teachers Matter 
· Encouraging Health and Fitness 
· Investing in Young Children Bene-

fits All 
· Prevent the Achievement Gap: We 

Know How 

                                   
FELS  

FINANCIAL POLICIES  
 

 

At this time, we want to take this opportunity 
to remind parents how important their fees 
are to FELS.  The following is a  review of 
some of our policies. 
 

Tuition makes up 79% of our operating reve-
nue.  FELS must receive tuition payments in 
a timely manner to meet its financial obliga-
tions (e.g. payroll).  Late payments can result 
in a “No Admit.”  If a situation arises pre-
venting your payment from arriving on time, 
contact Michael Walker  at 215-676-7550, 
ext. 125.  If  payment is not received at the 
Central Administration office by the fifth 
service day of the month, a “No Admit” no-
tice is issued informing you that unless all 
fees are paid your child will not be permitted 
to attend the program. 
 

Fees are payable monthly and due the first of 
the month.  Tuition paid in advance 
(quarterly, semi-annually) is discounted.  
Automatic payment by debit or credit card 
can be arranged.  Tuition remains the same 
regardless of illness, vacations, holidays, or 
emergency closings. 
 

The program closes at 6 PM.  Picking your 
child up between 6:05 PM and 6:15 PM will 
result in a late fee of $10 and $1.00 per child 
every minute thereafter. 
 

A late payment fee of $25 is assessed after 
the fifth working day of the month if the pay-
ment has not be received in the central office.  
There is a $35 charge on each check returned 
for insufficient funds.  Money orders will be 
required after the second insufficient funds 
check is received. 
 

If you have any questions about our financial 
policies, please contact the Accounting Dept. 
at 215-676-7550. 
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How to help your child learn 

Learning is a lifelong process that 
begins at birth, if not before. 

 

As a  parent, you play a very 
important role in developing your 
child’s learning potential.  You are 
your child’s first and most 
important teacher. 
 

Good learners grow up in homes 
that encourage learning.  You want 
your child to observe the world 
around him/her.  You want your 
child to be curious.  A curious 
child is the best learner. 
 

During the years leading up to 
school, children make great strides 
in developing their mental 
abilities, and parents can help 
them.  Sometimes you help 
naturally.  Just by talking to your 
baby, he/she will learn from you.  
Other times, you have to make a 
more deliberate effort, such as 
saying “cup” when your baby 
reaches for a cup. 
 

Your role as a teacher should not 
stop when your child starts school.  
School children need their parents’ 
love, support, and interest to 
develop their full learning 
potential. 
 
______________ 
 

Excerpted from You and Your Child, a  
publication of the University of Pittsburgh 
Office of Child Development. 
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From Recipes and Jewish Cooking  
Experiences for Pre-School Children 
 
2 eggs  1/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 cup oil            1 tsp. vanilla 
3/4 cup sugar       2 3/4 cups flour 
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder 
Assorted canned pastry fillings 
 
 
 
 
 
· Beat eggs in a large mixing bowl.  

Beat in oil, sugar, baking powder, 
salt and vanilla.  Add flour gradually, 
blending well after each addition. 

· Turn out onto a floured surface.  
Knead until smooth, adding more 
flour if necessary. 

· Divide dough into small balls.    
Refrigerate at least one hour.  Roll or 
press balls into three inch circles.  
Place a teaspoon of  prepared filling 
in the center of each circle.  Pinch on 
three corners and place on greased 
sheets. 

· Bake in a preheated oven at 350 
degrees F. for about 25 minutes or 
until nicely browned. 

· Eat and enjoy! 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be thoroughly cleaning 
our kitchen and classrooms for 

Passover.  From March 25 
through April 6. No food will be 
allowed in the center unless it 

is designated  
“Kosher for Passover.” 

Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

SAVING WATER 
Tikkun Olam 

Saving the Earth 
 
 
 
 
 

The old folk wisdom that says “Place 
a brick in your toilet’s water tank to 
save water” is partially correct.” It’s 
an effortless way to do it, but a brick 
isn’t the best option.  Instead use a 
plastic bottle filled with water.  All 
you have to do is drop a little sand or 
some pebbles into a bottle, fill it with 
water, and put it in the tank, making 
sure not to disturb the toilet’s working 
parts.  This will save about ½ gallon 
of water per flush. 
 
 
 
______________________________ 

��������������
��������		��
�����

���
�������
�����	���
�
�
����
����
�����������
 ������!�"������
#���


���$��%�

��&
��$�����&�
�
����
���"��$�"�
��

 

 

 
 
 

Passover (Pesach) begins the 15th day 
of the Hebrew month of Nisan and lasts 
eight days.  This year it starts at sun-
down on Monday, March 29 and ends at 
sundown on Tuesday, April 6.  Pesach, 
the oldest of the Jewish holidays, marks 
the exodus of the Jews from Egypt.  It is 
also the festival celebrating spring and 
change.  On the first two nights, (some 
families celebrate only one) we hold a 
Seder to tell the story of the Exodus.  
The Egyptian King, Pharaoh, made the 
Jews his slaves and forced them to erect 
the buildings for him.  G-d sent Moses 
and his brother Aaron to free the Jews, 
but Pharaoh refused.  The Egyptians 
were punished by G-d with ten plagues, 
the last of which was the death of the 
first-born son.  Death,  however, passed 
over the Jewish homes and this is why 
the holiday is called Passover.  Pharaoh 
decided to free the slaves as a result of 
the 10th. plague and Moses led the Jew-
ish people across the Red Sea and out of 
Egypt. 
 

 
 

The name given to the evening meal is 
Seder, which means order since every-
thing goes according to the order writ-
ten in the Haggadah.  The traditional 
Seder table includes a number of sym-
bolic objects.  By explaining them, we 
retell the story of the Jewish people’s 

slavery in Egypt.  The objects include a 
hard boiled egg, charoset, salt water, 

bitter herbs, roasted shank bone, parsley 
and matzah. 

_______________________________ 
There are four questions traditionally 
recited by the youngest in the family 
during the Seder: 
1. Why is this night different from all 

other nights? 
2. Why do we eat bitter herbs? 
3. Why do we dip bitter herbs? 
4. Why do we lean against pillows as 

we sit at the table? 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpted from Spotlight on Pesach  avail-
able at the office. 


